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The living room next to the kitchen has original features such as

the bay windows and fireplace mantle and cover,

Restoration gives century-old
Queen Anne a new lease on life

By HEATHER L. MODLIN
Special Sections Editor

Anyone who's seen a Hol-
lywood whodunit knows that
when the mask comes off,
amazing secrets will be re-
vealed.

- The same is frue of an old
house, when the veil hung by
decades of age is lifted to show
the glory of its original form.

The recent renovation of a
1,650-square-foot Queen Anne
home at 408 Cedar St. tells
such a story,

The project to restore the
relocated three-bedroom, two-
bathroom home was recently
completed by Southern Ever-
green, a local contractor that
specializes in historic renova-
tions.

Carpeting was pulled up so
the antique heart-of-pine floors

dow and door placement,

bay windows on the side,

and gables at both ends of
the house are examples of the
design style.

While pains were taken to
keep the home’s character in-
tact — “We changed very lit-
tle,” Miller said — a number of
modern upgrades were made
to bring the house into the
21st century and to prepare it
for use as a rental by landlord
Mahlon Honeycutt.

Most of the windows were
replaced with double-paned,
energy-efficient versions in
the same spirit as the double-
hung originals. Plaster walls
were doctored and covered
with plasterboard to protect
the integrity of the structure.
“All the mechanical parts
were updated,” Miller said of
the plumbing and heating sys-
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This original stained-glass vindow in the atticinspired the
restored home's new paint olors of gray and maroon.
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The renovation of the Queen Anne home moved to 408 Cedar St. last fall was recently completed by contractor Southern Evergreen. The project was

part of an effort to save the house, moved from Blandwood Avenue in September. Preservation Graensboro Inc. and its supporters orchestrated the
relocation when plans for a new jail threatened the structure, which preservationists estimate was built in the early 1900s.

Above: In this photo taken in September, the house is slowly prepared to be moved down
Cedar Street. The jobs of moving telephone, cable and power lines, as well as the house
itself, required dozens of professionals.

Left: Mahlon Honeycutt, in the home's updated kitchen, bought the home and will use it
as a residential rental property, one of 10 he owns in Greenshoro.




Details

Continued from Page G1

Honeycutt, who owns the
once-vacant lot where the
house was moved, worked with
Preservation Greensboro and
Southern Evergreen on the
. project and bought the house
to use as a residential rental
property, one of 10 he owns in
Greensboro.

He’s very proud of the fin-
ished product. “It’s much
better than we anticipated
it would be,” he said. “They
(Southern Evergreen) took
personal pride in it.”

Honeycutt plans to allow cu-
.rious residents the chance to

see it today before the renters
he approved move in later this
month.

The open-house event was
organized in response to the
community interest shown in
the project because of the pub-
lic move, when the house was
seen by many during its jour-
ney from Blandwood to Cedar,
and the preservation itself.
“We wanted the neighborhood
to see it,” he said, i

The house doesn’t have
any official historic designa-
tions because no efforts have
been made on that front, but
it will have a plaque declaring
it a Preservation Greensboro
project that will be monitored
and protected by a preserva-
tion easement. That means the

house will need to be properly
maintained without alterations
that would disrupt its historic
character.

“QOur role in the futureisto
monitor the house, make sure
that it’s cared for and that it
remains a beautiful property,”
said Preservation Greensboro
executive director Benjamin
Briggs.

Briggs and Honeycutt noted
how well the home fits in on
Cedar Street, where houses of
similar period and architec-
ture already reside.

But, mostly, it’s just gratify-
ing to see the finished house
with a new lease on life.

“It's probably going to
last another hundred years,”
Miller predicted.
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